(Delivered to the Students of Natural History in the University of Edinburgh.) The course of Natural History, primarily aiul essentially, according to the universally received meaning attached to the term, involves Zoology. Zoology as a science, is one of wide-embracing comprehensiveness; the animal creation is its subject, but the animal creation viewed from a thousand varying points. In the first place, it will be my business to render you familiar with the external forms of the animated beings which surround us?with those prominent features which impress upon them an obvious character, by which they strike the eye even of the uninitiated. A correct knowledge of these external characters lies at the very foundation of all Zoology, and our attention must therefore be largely devoted to them. But to recognise their full value we must know their meaning, we must seek for the key which is to interpret them, and this is only to be found in structure and development.
We are thus led to comparative anatomy, the life and soul of Zoology; without it I could bring before you nothing but a dry, uninteresting, and sterile mass of facts, presenting no mutual connection, and barren of ulterior consequence. From the general glance we have now taken at the nature and mutual dependence of the subjects which are to engage our attention during the ensuing lectures, it will be seen that Natural History is no mere pastime for the dilettante, no simple antidote to ennui; that it is a department of human knowledge which must be studied deeply and earnestly if we would master the truths with which it is conversant, and appreciate their significance. There was a time when a low appreciation of the Natural History Sciences might have been well pardoned, when a true philosophy had not yet given an impulse and direction to the pursuits of the naturalist. Like other immature phases in the development of knowledge, this state of things was never destined to endure, and at the present day, and before my present audience, I feel that our science needs no apologist. We have only to reflect on the intrinsic value of its truths, their beauty and marvellousness, the high philosophy of its method, and the mental training involved in its study, to render it no matter of surprise that it has begun to occupy a prominent position in our Universities, and that Government has recognized its claims for qualification in some of the most important posts in the public service.
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